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ABSTBACT . ' 

A total Of 123 upper-level and graduate students in 
iournalisB coapleted a questionnaire on beliefs about newspaper work* 
Boat of the students were in advanced writing and editing courses* 
while 32 were in sagasiae courses. Question- in the survey dealt with 
beliefs related to Jaaes Grunig^s theory of infcrsation systess« 
Factor analysis suggested a single problea recognition factor • two 
concepts relating to decision rules^ two on constraints* and a single 
audience-orientation variable. In general* students rated newsroon 
decision laking as coaplex and high on uncertainty (problea 
recognition). They saw a strong need for audience study. Also*. while 
expressing a preference for foraal newspaper sakeup and high regard 
for oblectivity* they tended to downgrade "news eleaents** in news 
as8es8ient» event reporting* and sensatioaalisa. Although students in 
both aagaxine and nonaagasine courses agreed on beliefs about the 
newspaper setting in general* the B.gaaine course students did stress 
perceived audience interests aore and their, own preferences less in 
'neifspaper editing, overall* the data suggest that the "neutral** and 
"participant** perspectives underlie belief clusters held by today's 
lournaliaa stttdonts. (Author/BL) 



* Reproductions supplied by BDRS are the best that can be aade * 
e froa the original dacuaent. * 
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la rfteMit ytars* Amriotn imwi ptreonatl and aadia «oho(Lars h«ve bMS 
qi9S8ti«Bliig traditional baliaf8|aad praotioaa in joomalisn. Imvam sueh at 
aav jearnalioi^^ participant raporting^^ dapth reportingf^ praoialon joumalisMf 



In tha waka of thia diaeoaaion — and of the oontrovaraial applioaticn 

6 7 

of naxieating ^pproaohaa to taleviaion newa and nampi^ra — amoh aff ovt 



haa baan davotad to refining belief a about goala^ atandarda of perf onnanoa^ 

8 . • 

and ethica* Sone conaenaua on auch beliaXa ia needed for profea8ionaliaation« 

9 

according to aocidogiata* 

10 

A natitn-vide aurvey of over 1^300 wos^dng joumaliata and intenaive 

. * 

11 

caae atudiea of two proRdnent Amrioan newapapera indicate that beliefa — > 
and the joumaliata lAio hold thaa fall eq;>irieally into at least two 
diatlnot if not hono^snaoua cluaterat 

1« A neutral adho61« Proponents of thia vieapoint aee newa aa 
energing naturally frcn eventa* BeaponsLble Joomalian ia aaid to reqioire 
objectivity and factual acearacy* which nagr become I'ritualiaed aa juatifioaticna 
for the truth val^p cf inf onoaticn idiloh a reporter tranflmita****^^ Meutral 
joumaliate object with special vigor to oofverage which is biased* sensational 
or exeeasive — to sins of coniasion which get in the way of telling 
nothing but the tnith^^ 
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2* A pftitldpant MhooX. While generally 8UbsorlUji|{ to a eonoept cf 
faixneaSf journaliats of thie persuasion see the reporter as aotively and 
siabjeotively involved in defining truth. Ife or she mist report news in 
eontextf sifting^^ through available infoomation to find iiig>l .eations^ causes 
and laeanings.^ Prinaxy jounHOis^^iins inolude news 8\q;>pres8ion« ixrelevanoe 



and 8t4>erf ioiality — sins of onisslon in which one fails to reveal the 
jAioHb truth«^ ^ 

There is evidence that Journalists are ocning ^to hold such beliefs 

and feel an increasing oononltiaent to the publio^servioe and self -saorif iee 

17 

elements of professiunalion. ' Uhfortunately, most studies, including the 
present qob, have focused largely cn'the newapiper setting* However, beliefs 
about newq;>fl|>er wortc certainly shed light on the role mid function of 
oagasdnes. After all, sos» new^aper people such as David Halberstai have 

gone to work for magaslnes partly beoause they had trouble dealing with 

16 

etylistic, bureauoratio and tiM constraints in newsrocns* Furthexsore^ 

Many if not most journalisK students take several courses taught IToa a 

e 

newspaper perspectiva* 

Beliefs about constraints and routiniaation take on a new and 
theoretically significant meaning in James ^runig's information systems 
thsojy*^^ This study seeks to build on Qrunig*s theozy, lihich says in part 
that q>enne68 and intensity of information seeking are greatest where one 
finds I 

1, BpoognitLon of a problem — an elwent of indeteminacy vhich needs 
to be resolved* Drawing on John Dewey, Orunlg suggests such recognition 
helps lead one to define new alternatives rather than repeat behaviors 
or continue to keep assumptions held earlier* 




2. ?w99ptXm of fov ocMtrainti to eoMmieatlcn and tho um of 
laf ovnaUon galnod throvgh It. Whoro such oonttraiBts m rsoegnitod^ 
oABAnloaUon mtQr be Btaiaia (or la aono o«aos» Halted to Identlt^ing 
and somoiuitlng oonetralBto)*^^ 

3* Laek of dOBlnattcn tagr ■ia|>li roferent criteria or deoiaion rulea* 
Puoh a nOe (for exaq>Ie, a Mandate to balanoe inf omaUve vlth entertaining 

♦ 

neve in a eertain raUo each dagr) ean aot aa a kind of ahort-oit f onmila — 
rtdttoing the range and amount of inf omation aeen aa needed to define 
aitiiationa and aake deeisiona.^^ 

These eoioepta have obvious relevance to tte neutral vs. partioipatit 
dlatinetion. 

Nawaroon conatrainta include advertiaer preasnre, pligrttiQ^l looatifln> 
deadlinea, apace liaitaticna^ bureauoratie noma^ and chains of o<anand,^^ 
To the participant JCQmaliat^ aueh constrainta doubtleaa seen arbitrarj^ 
liaiting and aonenhat avoldable*23 rt» nentral ^ on the other hand, ia likely 
to view then aa neoeaaazy ^ and aa tolerable even if bothereone* 

Problen reoogniticn focuaaa on the ccBple>lty of deoiaicoa and the 
need for careful thought and anal/Bia in naking then, Aa noted earlier^ neutrals feel 
truth ia revealed naturally, so one can alnply cheek the facta, Partidpante . 
on the other hand, see a higher level of aubjeotivitj and ocnqplaadty* 

Referent criteria or decision rules are codified in textbooka.^^ Tcung 
joumaliata study news pegs or elensnta (criteria such as consequence to 
rsaders, husan interest, tiaeliasss, unexpectedness, etc.)* Other rules 
specify that local nanes and places build awlienee, that eventa rather than 
issues detemins corersge, end that prcsiinent notes warrant es«>ha8is« 
ti^desprsad use of these rules nay siaplify the news-Judgaent process, making 
careful analysis of audiences and contexts sees unnecessary* 
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Tte ipusposa of itait •9q>lor«tQi7 8t«4y was to •xodne 0 about tlie 
aoirvipor sottlac dofinad tvm m iafontttiott-sTstma par^ootlva — > and 
aaa thaj oomlatad idth aadi othar* Va hopad to find ballaf oluatara 
wULah nl|(bt htUp lllwLaata tha nautral vs. partleipaAt distinotioA* 

iXao, va aaarehad for dlffaraaeaa batvaan magaalna and othar ^oaxnaiXm 
8tadaata» taotiag tlia liypotliaaaa thatt 

1« Nagatlaa atndaata vooXd taad to aaa aobatanttal dlffavaaaas tetnaan 
tliair oan nana prafaraaoaa and thoaa pravalaat in tha aaall town idiara thagr 
nara atndlying* In coorlantatlon tazsa^ thaaa atndaata ahonld aaora loaar 
m coBgruanar than vovld paopla in othar aaquaneaa* 

2* Magaaina atndaata voold ba inoliaad to faiXoir pareaitad andianoa 
pi*afaraneaa ratliar than^thalr 0Nn| wliara tha two diffar^ . in Baking aditorial 
daoiaiona. Xonittgasina najora 8h<Mld ahoir a I999W tandanoj^ if anar« in 
thia dizaetlon* 

Thaaa bgipothaaaa atan fyon our aaaiaqption that aagaaina oouraaa 
atraaa andianea dafiaition and atndgr* Magaainaa taxta appaar to oa9)ha8i8a 
auoh proeaaaaa mora thaii do nawapaper-oriantad raportlng'^^ and aditing^^ texta. 

Mathoda 

Raapcaidanta« In all» 123 vppar-laval and gnduata atadanta In journaliM 
aaro taatad at Ohio Uhiwaitj and TOlado Uaiiraraity. Fil'taan of tha atadanta 
aara anrOllad in a maaa aonainieation thaory aaminar at tha graduata laval* 
All othara taatad vara in advanead xaportingi nawa aditing, aditorial paga^ 
aagasina aditlng, aagaaiaa faatura vritiag and magazina produatLcn couraea* 

Obti9x»Jij, raattlta with thaaa raapondants oannot ba <)pliad to working 
Jmmaliata* Howvari it waa fait that «ivanead and intamadiata atadanta at 
profaaaionally oriantad achoOIa aarit atudy* Unlika nany practicing nawa 
paopla, atttdanta hara thought raeantly and fairly intanaiTaly about profeaaional 

aozM and atandarda, Ralationahipa aiaong baliafa nay ahow up quite claarly 
in aueh a populatioft* (f 
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P«tot igvM-diMsrse f oiMt to tost l^oraatlai-igrotm eoneiptt* BttwMn 
ftlM and 13 itm «m dtaiciied to tip oMh of four ooiiMpto, 

A proflm otedy Iftdloatod that rofoxvst erltoria faU into tNO 
elwatow. Wi oouslit to wamuo oaeh. Iho flrat onooivasaod am olawnta^ 
TiM 8oeOB4« oallad wd<r »orlontati<n> doat idth boliaf or dlaboliof la sueh 
oon?oBU«u aa tho lavortod pyvndd and the aaMaxj load, balaaoo la U^t, 
and obijoetl^tgr* 

OcnatrainU vom thoocht to oom trm tLao and apaeo llid.taU«ii8, 
ad^rUaor praasuro and aadla«o»oatlvo dlotatoa, 

Wa aooght to tap ptoMom raoognltLon with lt«M en poroapUon of nova 
jwlfwat aa a ali«>lo« roatlaa prbeoaa, poveolipod agx«Mit mmg JounallaU 
In judging nana, lavol of folt aood for oxtoaal^t training, «id tho nood for 
tlM in dooialen-oaklng* 

flnallor, thrao itaan daaXt with tho loportaaoo of audlonco atady la 
tho odltorlal proooaa, Ihoae Itaaa roUtod to tha diaohrcnlot^ehronlo 
dlatiaoUoB auggeatod bgr Thayor^S «d OB9>ha8laad \^ Orualg^^ «d Haaaa*^ 
Factor analyaaa vara dona aeparataly on itaat daaignad to tip aach of 
tho flvo oonoopta liatad abovo« Prinoipal-aada aolutiona and vaxlaax 
rotaUqna vara ooaplatad, aaing tha Statlatical Pa ^kaga for tha Sooia Seionooa* 

With aaoh of tha firat four analyaoa (on nova elomenta, rak -orlantaUon, 
problaa racocoiUcm, and conatrainta), threa factora had eigenvaluaa of at 
laaat .50, la aaoh inataaeo, m ran both a throo-factor and a four-factor 
aolutlon^ roporUnn the former in table !• A ninimum of two items wor« used 
to define a given factor* Furthemore, an item lielped define a diioension 
only if t 
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1. Its prinaxy loading was on tliat factor in both the three-factor 
and four*f actor solutions* 

2. The item*s prinaxy loading was at least .h2. In all but four oases, 
this figure was at least •50. Three-factor solutions wex« analysed here, 

3. The itemts prinaxy loading exceeded its second highest by at least .20. 
The analysis of aud ience-orientation yielded only one factor, being based 

on ,iust three items* 

I 

Since each informatian-systens notion was the object o^ a separate factor- 
analytic procedure > the principle axis solutions did not mlninize inter-index 
correlations. These coefficients were low enou|^ to irdicate separate underlying 
concepts were tapped. Howeyer, correlations clustered in systematic and 
meaningful ways as noted later* ^ 

Three items whioh did net help define factors seemed eentraL to 
i*eQomitiOQal wisdom" abovt newsrocm «eik« These f oooMd cm obJeetiTlty 
(keeping cpinicns out of news oolnms), emphasis on event rather than issue 
reporting, and respect for traditional practices in joomalism* Sach of these 
items served as a single-item index in oertaia analyses. Table 2 gives 
question wording, 

la testimg ths study's two a priori honpotheses, we measured oongruenoy 
with a single item worded as followst 

t 

Mi»d like you to assume you srs working^ ia the aewsrocai of a daily paper 
in your university eommnmlty. People Uvtag la this region are a 
diverse lot* Rowevsr, we!d like you to thiak of a typical or average 
reader of the paper nd assess hew similar of different you and that 
reader probably are as to the news storlee you would find worth reading. 
IMleate whether you and the tgrploal reader have news tastes that ax«i 

. extremely similar 
.fairly similar 
^not very siailsr 

jBOt similar at all ,S 



Ill aMsittlag «m*s t«iid«neor to foUoif mm Auditnoe par^eetlves^ 
m afdtei « tiiigla qiueatioii of our 91 noB-aagaslne xvflpcndants* . la Introttuelng 
tlM it6M» we noud that an editor often realises a stoiy nhieh interests hi» 
or her von*t interest too Muogr readers^ and ^oe versa* \h then aaked respondents 
to iadieate how meh they*d weigh own ts« audienee interests on a sosle f-rm 
-3 (follow audience ooqpletelsr) to (follow own interests oav)letel7)» The 
0 or xUBntral point was defined as weighing both perspeetives eqoailjr* 

. SosM anee^otal data in this initial phase suggested that eqphasis on 
self need not como at the e:i^nse of andienoe^ or vice versa* A person could 
cOBceivahly ignore both — attending to news-souroe interests^ scholarly 
asseasnent of needs^ or other factors* Also^ cne could strive to acocsmodate 
both viei^oittts* 

In light of thisy we use^ one tMsUon to neasure follOMershlp of the 
andienee^ another to get at autoncnsr (Judging news on the basis of one's own 
interests and preference) > with our mga»lne«»course /Students. Each question 
involved ratings on a scale fron ignore mm (or audience) interests oonpletelyt 
to follow oioi (or audienee) interests conpletely* 

While the neasures dif f ered* both pensitted us to identify people who 
leaned toward autonongr nore than fOllowership* Such respowients gave 
positive ratlngs(^l> or O) in our one-lt«n data set, higher scoreBon 
aatonoR^ than on f ollowerehip with the two-lten approach* In like fashion^ 
wa were able to identify thoae with stronger f olloiiership than autonoay* 



As shoim la table 1» f«otor aaaljsla rvvtaladi only m ooMflpt, 
%9pp9d by thM IteaB^ dtallng vlth prMmm rteccdtloiU TImm Itme 
foeostd cn percflpUen of nm judgMnt aa siapXt and routine^ ttas nMd for 
a aavs editor to be widely read and veil eduoated« and the essMat of 
though and aaalyala idileh goea Into good nm ^^aetagaeBt. 

Rnle''Orientatloii enoonpaaaed two dlatlnot faotorst 

U Writing aiyle^ with two ItcoM on the extent to irtiloh iwwepaper 
writing has baecne aore InaovatiYB and leaa dqalnated by aaeh forwaae 
as tba Inverted pgrrsald and the amaxy lead In xeoeBt years* 

2, LMTOiit atyle^ tlapped by three Items centering on the eactent to 
whleh Inforaal aakeop has and ahonld beecne salient^ leaaenljag eaphaals 
on order and balanse* 

l^a-elaaent orientation alao yielded two mtexpretable faotoni* 
The flrat^ news-elensnt ntmtjrs hinged on two Itens dealing with the 
general uaefulaeaa of anoh elmenta as oonseqaenoe^ eonfllot and tlMUneaa 
In judging newa* The oeoond oonoapt^ also deacrlbed with two Itena, lavdived 
^^0, ae«d for news people to plaoe substantial ^emphasis on oonf llct» bad news 

^xand aenaatlonaHsat ^ 

Analyses on nevsroon constraint regaled two additional oonoipta which 
i«7peared to be relatively independent of each other. The firsts labeled 
oflnstralnsd opportiaityj atoasMd f ron three itena on the degree to idiioh 
iiew8pii>er tlae and space constraints are seen as Halting initiative and 
oxvativltyj perhaps leading some eii«>luyees to think of leaving* Second^ 
two iteaa dealt with the of t-claiatd tendency of publishers and top exeoutivee 
to dictate nwa judgnent* 



. In tlM fifth and f «ot«r atiaS^s, tlim it«a en «udi«to»»orltntatlcn 
oonrelatad slgnlf ieaatSjr with •aeh othar and )img tosathar In a aingla-f actor 
soluUoB, Thaaa atatanaats had to do with tha iq>ortanoa of audlanea atudy 
la adltorlal wxk. 

M iabU 1 aboni HaW, 
0m9 daflnad^ Indloaa wan uaad to daaerlba ovvralX Intaraata and 
laanlaga of ,air atudaat vaspondanta. Sam latax^ating oonelusleiia «a»rga, 

Kt tahla z abottt hawu 

,^ 

flratf atttdantal bw a aabatantlal naad for audlanea atmiy * Ifo'd 
«q)aetad to aaa nora fait naad in aagaslaa olaaaaa^ «hara audlanea definition 
and analjBla are atreaaed^ than In other araaa. However,, both the aagaslaa mid 
nontwgaalne gronpa averaged about 7.7S, with a range of poaslhU ▼aluas frcai 
2 to 10. 

Second, prohLen reoognltlfln aoorea were hL^« Studenta apparently 
bought the notion — no doubt atreaded In elaaaea — that newa jud^Mit la a 
e<»|)lex prooeaa not eaalOy handled wltli alnpXe declalon rulea. Given a need 
to take a c<*plex, heterogeneoua audlenee Into account, of courae, problcn 
reocgnlUcn could hardly be low. 

Third, the studenta afaiowed signs of buying carta?- journalistic traditional 
They showed sone liking for balance and sone f oradLlty |in newspaper makeup — 
a finding which surprised us soaewhat in light of previous research on college 
students by dick and Ste«pel.^^ Their data showd a widespread tendency to 
see tradiUonal vertical pages aa quite ethical but relatively unattractive. 
Wa conjecture that Joumalisin studenta juy be led by their course work to place 
a fair amount of eniihasia on the concepts of ethics and responsibility. 
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Xb furtheir 4ata boarlag on tradltim^ our rt^pondants pUo«4 hlgli aaphasls 
on 6bj6otiTltgr — 8«paratli« faet f rcn cplaion* And tbe btBlo notico of 
"tradlUonal dottmaOistio praoUoasi" idtheat daflalUcn^ rtealvMl oMldanbla 

eriUelsa. Mai^ raapondaiits doubted ths utility of nmra olMBonts and tte naad 
for iuaatloiialiai In nmiapapar oofvaraga» aa wall as tha notion that evant 
oovaraga ia elaarly mora important than analyaia of iaauaa* 

In tha araa of nanaroon ooaatrainta^ f aalinga vero nlzad* Ralativalj few 
people felt tiw and ^paoe eonatrainta are leading loU of bright newaperaona to 
oonaider leaving the newqxper buainesa. Tat a aubatantial nuntei* esi>rea8ed 
eonoem pextiapa learned from JouxnallA zeviawa and Mdia-and^aoeiety 
olaaaea — about front^offioe preaaare on the newaroqn* 

We were aonewhat auxpriaed that nagaslne and new8p^per-*courae atudenta 
differed very» very little aa to belief a about newa work. \fB ooopared the 
two groupa on our auoned indioea aa well aa on questionnaire iteaa taken 
one at a tine* There were actually fewer differenoea than one flight esipeet 
by ohanoei 

In retrospeot, thia last finding aakea aenae* Basio Joumalim couraea 
tewi to fooua heavily on newipiper woik. And atudenta fron all sequenoea 
tend to take the a«ae introductory couraea* It* a inportant to renmber 
that we were dealing with atudenta* peroeptiona of newsptper wozic not 
with their o«ai career goals and plena* 




In tasUBc hQppotliMiis cm; if» alto found ao oXear difforoaoi betwsoft 
tlM two groups* Ooayneng^ was fai^^ly^hli^ throoglioat^ '^ith about half of 
bfltb autfeaalM-aiid newipipor-ooarao atudan^ Moiag tliowelfvf as «f airly 8iMUar*< 
iajliva iBtoro'at to rs8iaonts:of tho unLt^rsiV ^^hb^ ^ nhioh thogr wart studying* 
^Slif litly ov<ar m-t&Lrd etaodcod tho "not Tory sinilar" rosponso^ vith Tsxy fow 
aaxking «oxtro9oly siallar* or "not siallar at all," Thus hypotbosls ons vas 
ttot eonf lmo4« 

As shown In tabla 3> hoiwvar, hypothesis two vas xsonflxasd, Vban askod 
to assoBS thoir nsws interests did differ froM their audienoesS aagaslns-ozlented 
Students shMd a vexy strong tendeney to follow perceived audience tendencies * 
rather than their oiin« Newspaper-ocurse studen' ^ on the other hand> split 
fairly evenly ^otweea self and audif^ee* It €^ ^ nrs that oourae work and/or 
i^azine*related experienee nay have increased the audience's salience even 

« 

Judgtog nevs for a horpothetical newapaper> 

A caveat seeas in order here, A snail nuaber of aagasine aaj^s in aon- 
■ a gaa i ne oottr8e% and vice versa^ miy have tf>8cured sons difference in our 
analysis* Hovever, the difference between aagasine and other aa^cn^n 
autonaiy and folloiiership is so aaxked that it seeae 9^%^ assj^^^qusnee 
plays a part* 

Put table 3 about here," 
Retiming to the inforaaticn-aysteas concepts we lookM to zero- 
order eorrelations aaong indices for scne hint as to'^whether these variables 
night cluster together in ways consistent with the neutral and participant 
perepecUves, Soae intriguing clues did appear — centering aosUy on 
layout style and conatrained opportunity. 




s 



t 



The r«8poiid«nt8 acoiiiig high ca Itefoat etylt (and thereby shoidng 
disapproval of Inf oml aaksup as veil aa doubta about Ita praralenea) ahoiied 
algaa of tha nautral vleiQ>oiitt« Tbagr saw nairs aXaaaata aa fairly uaafttX and 
TOlead general approval of traditional Joomallatlo j^raetloe* And they did not 
aee ne¥Q)cper tiae and apaoe Ualtatlons .aa unbearably reatrlotiyee 

At the aane tine^ high aoorc^ on layout style aoir the newa bnaln^ss as 
eonplex and problematic* Further^ they ahoiied a slight tendency to flBQ>ha&l8e 
issae rather than eyant coverage. Zh sum« they were ''thoughtful" asutrals« 
rei^seotlng traditional conc^ta but not seeing the newsperson as a slnple 
blotter for gathering or conveyor belft for reporting "facta.** 

In analyses not shoim In table k$ approval of objectivity alao correlated 
with certain concepta nentloned above. The believer In objectivity showed a 
fairly atrong tendency to respect traditional practice (r*.25> P<«01)9 and 
alld Inclinations to eiqphaslae news elenents (r».l6, p ^Q5) as well aa 
evsat reportage (r"«l5« p{«Q^)« '''he "objeetlvist^" It appears^ bought 
traditions In a relatively unquestioning way> while the person soorLng 
high on layout style did not. Objectivity and layout style did not correlate 
(r-.OU, 

Put table k about here, 
Rotuxning to table k, the person scoring high on constrained opportunity 
(i, e*, believing that many talented people want to leave the newspaper business 
because of constraints) tended to resemble the participant as defined by 
Johnstone^ Slaws ki and Bomoan.^^ Specif ically> thia respondents 
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!• tended ,to doimgrade the iiq>ortanoe of and need for f oznal leyout^ 
neve eXenente^ eiidlenoe studyj and traditlQiiel practice in general* 

2* saw proULen recognition as fairly low in the newspaper busiaesSf 
perhaps r»f looting a vieir that fomulae and traditions prevail there* / 

3* showed a nearly significant tendency (r««12y p»«086) to believe that 

good news coverage does reqtdre fairly substantial emphasis on oonflictj 

bad news and sensationaliste* Many "new jouztialists" provide such coverage* 

Taken together^ these z^esolts suggest a kind of Irrevorent desire to 

and contenporaxy ideals* 33 
oast aside journalistic traditions^ They suggest a viewpoint rathelr akin ' 

to the wv Jrurnalisn espoused by innovators and rebels of the late 1960s 

and early 1970s. And certainly they contrast with the serious-adnded traditionalists 

defined by our analysis of layout style and its correlates* 

Suawary and Conclusions 
This study indicated that nagasine-sequence students in two ^ 
professionally oriented schools agreed with their colleagues in other 
sequences on beliefs about newspqsering. h 

Vftien we looked at ways in which students felt they would behave^ hoiieverf 
an iaipcnrtant differenee showed xip. Haf^zint students tended overwhelmingly to 
want to follow audience rather than own interests when judging the news^ 
given a conflict between the two* 

There is an obvious need to exandne the generalizability of this 
finding — and the extent to which it holds over tiise as students follow 
varied career paths* This seens^ in fact> to be a aaj<v issue for ooptenporary 
Journalism. Certainly naf^asine editors such as Noznan Cousins have experienced 

■1 

intense conflict between inclinations to follow their own jiKigiBsnt and 
denands that they "play to an audience" when making editorial deciaions*^^ 

Our data suggest that the neutral ana rticipant perspectives may 
underly belief clustexSheld by today's Joumaliam students* 



HoMfer^ thier«*8 also a hint that tk« Heutral vioMpoliit exphaslsas 
earaf\iX« analytical vproaehas to the field* At my rate« partioipanta do 
dot i^ear to oomer the narket when it oonea to endorsing Joumalibtie 
^innovation and thoughtfulness* 

In research now uaderwigr^ we are using masiures of inf ormation^systeiis 
eoncapts to predict certain types of editorial behavior* Results to date 
sog^st that cpen<4dnded« analytic people^ as defined the Qrunig model; 
do tend^ as predicted^ to perceive differences in news preferenoe between 
self and audience* Noting such differences (or at leasts being alert to 
their pcssible existence) seesis like an iB9>ortant step toward enlightened 
editing* 

If further validated^ belief dusters of the type noted here should 
be of interest to Jouma^Lion educators* GLassrocm teaching nay have helped 
build the clusters found* And Urn author would argue that educational goals 
should focus on then as well as on traditional writing^ editing and 
newsgathering skills* 

\h hope te check news-related beliefs held by working Journalists 
in the near future* Work in the i)ews nedia may reinforce or obliterate 
belief clusters* Also, work environiMnts may change the relative 8a?J.enoe 
of clusters without altering them drastically* 
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Haws Jadgnat it a falrlj sii^Xe, 

A Bsvipaper tdltcr BMd not bo 
vldoly mad nd vol! odnsotod to 
j«d||0 apot MVS offootivoly.(-) ' 

SffootlTo jvdcmit of ^ot mm 
mqolroi mry Uttlo thought ^ 
ond omlsnio.C-) 
FirooBtofO of eo»OB-f tetor vai^^eo 
aooomtod for by oaoh f aotor 



Factor I 
Booegnltioii) 
.66 



Mi 
19% 



Faetor II Factor ZIZ 



BULB 



n&^tp9r writiog la govomod meh Xaaa 
today than it waa 10 or 20 yaam ago by 
"fosnnlao" aueh aa Vm i»mrtod-pirr«d<d 
atrootum and tho aoamsy laad.C-; 

lanovatim Mrltiag uhloh do^atoa from 
traditiona anoh e tiio larortod pyraaU 
and tilt amnaqr load la mbataatially 
mm ocHMn tadiQr in Amxioan nevapapora 
than it ma mmral jfoam ago«(*} 

Ourmat tmnda in nowipipor Iflyotit fmo 
•ditora f rcn a naod to poaition atorioa» 
piotaroa and haadlinaa for ordarly 
balawa and floir«(*) " 

Xnfomal nowipipor layout, fmaing 
oditora fren a naod to poaition atorioa, 
piotama and hsadlinoa for ordorly 
balama and flow^ ia hsalthy.C-) 

A vmmptpw ahouXd atrim for inf oxnal 
appoaranoo.C-) 



Faetor I 
(Ifriting 
Stylo) 



•62 



•Oil 



I 

V 



•(5 

•01 
•10 



yaoior 
(Layoot 
Stylo) 



•06 



•Oil 



Poroontaga of eomon^f actor 
aoaomtod for by oaoh factor 



-.01 



513J 



.71 



2Sk 



29% 



.07 
•02 

•01 
22% 



•01 ^ 



.13 



- ^20 



-.03 



.08 



20% 
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Hem judgnnt ie so oonplex oiid 
Mbulottt that "MVS •lawnts" such 
afi ooR80q[u«Be«i conflict wi 
tlMllMSB proriOm only a tfude 
beglnnlag in uariarstanding it«(-) 

Tha vidaapread coneam for tineUmas 
of tan ham JoumalisB bgr halping to 
■aka nawa oovaraga a\9arfioiaX*(->) 

Good neva Jud^sant naeasaarily involyaa 
haavy ai^>ha8i8 on conflict and bad 
naiiaft(^) 

XSom reporting of aanaatLonal nawa ia 
naeaaaaxy to covar lifa aceurataly 
and coHplatalj*(^) . 

Fareantaga of ocomon-f actor vaxdanoa 
acoountad for bgr aaoh factor 



factor I 
(lla«8»SIement 
UtiUty) 



.46 



•Ob 

-.33 

12% 



Moat artiolaa in a nawapaj^ar arc 
ahorter than neadad to halp 
raadara undaratand «hat ia 
raported* (♦) 

J<«mali8ta nbo work for Araad-can 
navspapars have littla opportunity 
to ah<M initiative and taa craatLva^C*^) 

Llnitationa of apaca and tims are ao 
ivaat in nevapipar work that moat 
bright^ creative editorial enployeea 
at leaat aerLoualy conaider leaving to 
write booka or aagaalne article a* (4^) 

The publiaher and other top executivee 
largely dictate what atoriea a Joumaliat 
ahould anphaaiM.C^) 



Faotor I 
(Constrained 

Opportunity) 

.1*2 



.71 



.21 



^y and large, Awrlcan piA>li8her8 and other -.O^ 
t<9 newapaper executivea do little to inf luenaa 
or dictate neva 4udgaant.(-) 



Percentage of coniion»f actor variance 
accotinted for by each faotor 



Faotor II Faotof^UTt 
(Sanaational* 
iam) 



.07 



•05 



.12 

i 



.05 

•hp 

•h$ 
22% 



faotor 11^ 
(Executive 
Preaature) 



-.09 



Factor III 



-ao 



.03 



.50 



.10 



-.09 



33% 



.11* 

-.01* 

17% 



Is 
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AUDZIHCB-ORZKIITATZCflr 



Careful study of reader interests 
and iMreferenoes In the news really 
isn't worth the tins and effort 
required* (-) 

If editors and reporters don*t stay in 
toueh with their aVdienees^ people 
will quit buying nowspapers^C^*) 

In Judging the news, a Journalist who 
worries a lot about audience interests 
and preferenoes is apt to perform 
poorly* (-) 



Factor \ 
(Audience- 
trientatlon) 



Otlj itens used to describe a listed factor are included above* The 
first four solutions generated three factors each, with no label being 
attached to factors not described by at least two itens. A nlnus sign 
indicates '^at a given itea was scared negatlTely^ |dth a Talus of 5 
assigned to a i^strongly disagree" response and 1 to **strongly agree •** 
:<ha2« a plid sign appears, the revearse or positiW scoring was dcne» 
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TABUS 2 

Mbw Seores on liBiriroQ»>B«Iief ladlMt 



Indax Itean 8eortfa»X23) Standard ftrcr of Moan 

Baliaf in i^portanoa ' 
of objeotlTltgr in 

navqsapar wrltinci 8*78* .085 

pravanting paraonal 
cpinien from affaoting 
tiia nava 

Problam saeasnition 8,13»« .219 

Audianoa oriantatlon 7«79 

BaUaf in traditional 7.15» .lOO 

Journajlatio praoUoaa 

Layout atyla 7.1$«* #233 

ExactttiTa preaaura 7«12« •177 

BaHaf in prinaey of 
oovaring a^anta in 

navapapara^ idth iaaoaa 6*26 •129 
daaarving ooiraraga 
priaaril/ aa raf lactad in 
daily avanta 

SanaationaHM 6,18 .1143 

Conatrainad opportunity StkO** •206 

Nawa-alament uUUty 5*30 •1$7 

«Thia waa a ona-itaa indax with raw noorea ranging fron a loiroat ponsibla 
▼alua of 1 to a highaat value of 5* The aoora raported hare ia the 
raw aoora x 2> Making the figure coiqAarable with data from 2-itain Indioaa. 

fHiThia WAS a thrae-itam indax with raw acoirda ranging from a lowaat possible 
value of 3 to a highest value of 15« The score reported hare ia the 
raw score x •667> making the figure comparable with d^ta from 2-itam indices* 
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TABLE J 

PeroMttgt' of R»«p«id«ntB Snm Nni^paptr and MagaiLiM ClassM 
ahowing a Tendsnoy lAiiird Autteo^ FoUonerihlp 



Those indieating a 
graatar laanlng tovard 
f tillPiMrahIp (lookiDg «t 
parai^ audianoa 
Intaraata in Judging nana 
for * looaX pipar) than 
toward «itoBaa7 (judging 
on tha baaia of cim 
intaraata) 

Thoaa indicating an 
aqoaX tandanojr toward 
f oUowar^ip and 
antoncMgr 

Thoaa indicating a 

, graatar laaning toirard 

aatonoi^ than toward 

foUaiiarShip 



Stodanta in 

nevapapar-oriantad 

olaaaaa(n»91) 



13% 



23% 



3h$ 



Stodanta in 

aagaidna-oriantM 

olaaaaa(n»32) 



8UC 



1^ 



3$ 



Tha tMO groi^ dif farad aignifioantly* (X^*X2,5XA.df » p <«01| with two 
botton rows conibinad to achiave auffioiant aaqple sLaa.) 
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TAOt k 

Prodaet-«flnsnt Cvrsliitloiis (soro ontor)* BetwMn Itagrout 3tyl«»;. 
Comtraiiitd G^ortiaitgr tnd Otter Indlees 



Problm Mcqgaltlcn . 
(r«.32, p^.00l) 

Oonsti«insd cppcrtunltgr 
(r- -.l|0> p<.CXJl) 

Nevs-clMMnt utlUly 
(y .29, p<.00l) 

ifprovt^ of traditional^ 
Jouxnaliatic praeticaa 
(r« P < .05) 

ippr0val of event* 
orientation Vi reporting 
(r- -•15, P", .05) 



N. 



Conatrained (teportonity , 

LiQroat atgrl* 
. (r- -.W), p<.9Pl) 

ipproval of traditional 
Jdiirftali8ti«<) praetleaa 
(r« ••20, p<«02) 

Hewa-elenent utility 
(r« -•3U^ P<*001) 

Audience^orientation 
(r» ••16, p <.Q5) 

ProbleB reoQgnition <J 
(r- -•!>, p<.02) 



Only oorrelatlcna aig^Lficast at the •Q^ level are repoi'ted her«« 
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